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Extended Abstract

Abstract

The present study aims to identify and explain the main barriers to the creation
and development of entrepreneurial businesses in border regions and to provide
a conceptual framework in this regard. This research is applied in terms of
purpose and exploratory in terms of nature. The statistical population of the
study in the meta-synthesis section included articles published in international
scientific databases (Web of Science, Emerald, Scopus) from 2000 to 2022,
which resulted in the selection of 65 final articles. Furthermore, in the
qualitative section, the statistical population consisted of business activists in
the border regions of Sistan and Baluchestan province, 38 of whom were
interviewed using the snowball sampling method. To ensure data quality, the
validity and reliability of the instruments were confirmed; specifically, the
Kappa index was used to control and verify the extracted codes, yielding a
value of 0.717, which indicates appropriate agreement and reliability among the
coders. The data analysis method in this study was based on the meta-synthesis
strategy using the seven-step approach of Sandelowski and Barroso, as well as
gualitative content analysis. Ultimately, based on the findings, 75 codes were
identified and labeled within seven categories (economic-financial, institutional,
socio-cultural, political, market, human, and supportive) as the main barriers to
the creation of entrepreneurial businesses in border regions. The results indicate
that this framework can serve as an analytical tool for policymakers,
development agencies, and local managers to identify structural, institutional,
and environmental bottlenecks, formulate targeted supportive policies, and
improve the entrepreneurship ecosystem in border regions. Consequently,
utilizing this framework facilitates more effective planning for strengthening
entrepreneurship and reducing development gaps in border regions.
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Introduction

Border regions of Iran, particularly Sistan and Baluchestan Province, face
profound developmental disparities compared to the country’s central areas due
to their distinctive geographical, social, and economic conditions. Unequal
distribution of wealth, power, and employment opportunities in these regions
has led to declining living standards, rising unemployment, increased migration,
and the expansion of informal and precarious employment. Despite possessing
considerable potential in agricultural, industrial, mining, and service sectors,
Sistan and Baluchestan Province has not yet been able to effectively harness
these capacities.

Insufficient investment, inadequate business infrastructure, and various
institutional and environmental barriers represent some of the most significant
obstacles to the development of entrepreneurship in these areas. These
challenges not only generate adverse economic consequences but also entail
notable security implications. While predominantly security-oriented
approaches have failed to produce sustainable improvements, the promotion of
entrepreneurship and the creation of stable employment opportunities can play a
pivotal role in enhancing security and improving the well-being of border
residents. Accordingly, identifying and analyzing the barriers to the
establishment and development of entrepreneurial businesses in the border
regions of Sistan and Baluchestan Province constitutes the central problem
addressed in the

Case Study

Sistan and Baluchestan Province, as a border and less-developed region of Iran,
faces ongoing challenges in employment, investment, and business
development despite having significant entrepreneurial potential. Factors such
as its border location, young population, weak infrastructure, and limited policy
support make it a suitable case for examining barriers to entrepreneurial
ecosystem formation. Studying this province allows for a deeper understanding
of structural, institutional, and policy constraints, and can inform more effective
regional development and public management strategies in border areas.
Materials and Methods

The present study is applied in nature and adopts a qualitative and exploratory
approach, grounded in the pragmatism research philosophy and an inductive
logic. A mixed approach to data collection was employed, combining both
literature review and field-based methods. Initially, a systematic review of
relevant scholarly literature was conducted, and a meta-synthesis strategy was
used to analyze and organize the findings from prior studies. Subsequently, to
identify research gaps and complement the insights obtained from the meta-
synthesis, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 38 entrepreneurs and
business practitioners from the border regions of Sistan and Baluchestan
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Province, selected through a snowball sampling technique. Data analysis was
performed using thematic analysis, and the meta-synthesis followed the seven-
stage framework proposed by Sandelowski and Barroso. Finally, the credibility
and reliability of the findings were ensured through standard quality criteria
commonly applied in qualitative research.

Discussion and Results

The study shows that barriers to entrepreneurship in the border regions of Sistan
and Baluchestan Province are complex and interconnected, spanning political,
economic, institutional, social, human, and support dimensions. Key challenges
include weak development policies, limited market access, and insufficient
financial capital. Policy misalignment with local conditions, weak institutional
infrastructure, and human capital constraints further hinder sustainable
entrepreneurial growth. The findings highlight the need to revise border
development policies, strengthen economic and institutional infrastructures, and
adopt integrated public management interventions to support the entrepreneurial
ecosystem.

Conclusion

The study finds that barriers to entrepreneurship in the border regions of Sistan
and Baluchestan Province are structural and strongly shaped by public and
institutional policies. Policy weaknesses have the greatest negative impact,
followed by market and financial constraints, indicating that without regulatory
reform, integrated development policies, better market access, and sustainable
financing, entrepreneurship cannot thrive.

Human, institutional, and social capital act as enabling factors, while culture
shapes the broader context. The findings call for an integrated, locally oriented
policy approach that strengthens economic infrastructure, entrepreneurial skills,
targeted financial support, and fair market conditions. Ultimately, promoting
entrepreneurship in these border regions is essential not only for economic
growth but also for sustainable security and balanced regional development.
Keywords: entrepreneurial ecosystem, entrepreneurial businesses, border areas,
Sistan and Baluchestan, mixed method
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