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Extended Abstract

Abstract

By considering the subject of the promotion of rationality for public
policymaking in the Islamic Republic of Iran, the present research has been
conducted through the participation of elites in the formulation of public
policymaking. Accordingly, the question of what is the pattern of factors
influencing elite participation in the process of formulating public policies of
the Islamic Republic of Iran has been the main issue of this study. The present
research is a mixed method (qualitative-quantitative). At first and in the
position of data gathering, researchers extracted 18 factors affecting the
participation of elites in the process of formulation of the public policymaking
of the Islamic Republic of Iran through library studies and, subsequently,
content analysis of the previous studies. Then, and in the second step of the
analysis, the researchers referred to 15 living experts in the Islamic Republic of
Iran system by employing the DEMATEL method. Research findings indicate
that the establishment of educational, researching, and technological networks
among universities, researching institutes and administrative organization is the
most influential factor and modifying national socio-political behavior has
become the most dependent factor. The current research can be regarded as a
basis of action on behalf of policymakers in order to attract the participation of
elites in the public policymaking system.
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Introduction:

The principal role of government in the new world is public policy-making.
One of the most important stakeholders in the formulation of public policies are
the elites. Wherever there is progress in the world, there is evidence of the
intellectual cohesion of the instrumental elites and the intellectual elites. But the
main issue is that there is a gap in the formulation of public policies in Iran
between the status quo and the desirable one. One of the major weaknesses in
the formulation of Iran's public policies seems to be the lack of elite
involvement in the formulation of public policies. So the main question in this
study is "What is the pattern of factors influencing participation of elites in
formulating public policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran?"

Case study:

The formulation and implementation of programs, plans and public policies in
Iran is not successful and unsatisfactory and critics believe there may be
weaknesses in policy formulation. Therefore, the present research in the subject
area considers the participation of the scientific elites in the process of
formulating public policies In addition, the identification of factors affecting the
participation of scientific elites in the territory of the Islamic Republic of Iran
has been done through a governance perspective, including NGOs, public and
private actors.

Materials and methods:

The present research is a mixed method (qualitative-quantitative). In the first
step, the data were extracted from library documents and studies. Then, through
the analysis of the texts, the factors that influence the participation of the elites
in the formulation of public policies were identified. Subsequently, public
policy experts were consulted and their views were analyzed through the use of
the DEMATEL method, and how the concepts were established and deployed,
and the severity of the effects were determined. The statistical population in this
research is policy-makers with Ph.D. or Ph.D. degree and related work
experience. The sampling method was theoretical and 15 persons were selected.
Discussion and results:

Governments strive to solve community issues through public policies.
Therefore, any mechanism that contributes to the utility and quality of policies
is important. Therefore, the present study proposes an approach that attempts to
lead the policy system to formulate scientific and practical policies. This
approach emphasizes the involvement of elites in the process of formulating
public policies. In this study, DEMATEL method was used to analyze 18
factors. Accordingly, the factors: the establishment of educational, researching,
and technological networks among universities, researching institutes and
administrative organization (C6), creating the legal context in line with
encouraging elites to participate in policymaking and policy research centers
(C7), strengthening the national culture of community participation (C8), the
preference of the law over the relationship and the preference of national
interest over factional interest in society is most influential (C11), Effective
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communication with elites in the country (C16), Government support for
decisions of policy making and policy research centers (C4) have the most
impact.

Also, the factors: Modifying national socio-political behavior (C9), the
preference of the law over the relationship and the preference of national
interest over factional interest in society is most influential (C11), creating the
legal context in line with encouraging elites to participate in policymaking and
policy research centers (C7), are the most dependent.

Conclusion:

Based on the results, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran should
strengthen the humanistic approach to establish a genuine and sustainable
participation. In this approach, based on human capabilities, using the power of
elites, the path of development is planned and implemented. If such a
participation takes place, during a learning process, the country's elite scientific
theories will grow along with government action.

Keywords: Islamic Republic of Iran, Public policies, Elites, Participation,
DEMATEL.
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